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PER CURI AM

Timot hy Layton has filed a petition for a wit of mandanus,
asking this Court to direct the district court to rule on his 28
US CA 8§ 2254 (West 1994 & Supp. 2002) petition based on undue
del ay. Al though we find that mandanus relief is not warranted
because the delay is not unreasonable, we deny Layton’s petition
for a wit of nmandanmus without prejudice to his ability to file a
new petition for mandanus relief if the district court does not act
expeditiously. W grant |eave to proceed in forma pauperis. W
di spense with oral argunent because the facts and | egal contentions
are adequately presented in the mandanus before the court and

argunment woul d not aid the decisional process.
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